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	Blog Directory Updated
By Andy Warren

Hello everyone,

In the last issue I let you know about our effort to get our blog directory updated and we had a great response. We collated all the information and have updated the directory online, growing from 40 blogs to more than 180! There's also an OPML file that you can load into your reader. If you're even an occasional SQL blogger, send me the URL and we'll get you included. 

This week we kicked off efforts to add some long overdue content including pages on the history of PASS and SQL Server, certification background and resources, community sites, and more. It may be 3- 4 weeks before we post them, but they are on the way. Why so long? Most of that work will done by volunteers, so we have to match a task to a volunteer, give them a couple weeks to work on it, and then probably a week to pass it around for review and then make it pretty. We've got ideas for more projects, but I'm only going to write here about stuff we're firmly committed to – no vaporware! Read more...
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Business Intelligence Boot Camp
March 9-10, 2009 – Ottawa
2-day boot camp to give you a head start in BI practice. 
Gain fundamental knowledge of BI and dimensional modeling, and learn how to use Microsoft SQL Server 2008 platform to implement a BI solution.
Register now. 



Free White Papers from DBTA. 
Download "High Availability for SQL Server 2005" Today. 


Special Offer for PASS Members - Only $29.95. Plug yourself into the #1 SQL Server resource. 
Don't wait | Subscribe now! 


	  
	Satisfaction Survey:
Your Voice Counts
Microsoft has created a satisfaction survey to identify what benefits you get from the user group community, and how Microsoft can effectively support you and your user groups.

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey. Your feedback is very valuable. The survey closes at the end of this month. 
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PASSPort: Have you created your profile? This is an online networking tool that enables you to interact with other SQL Server professionals. It's a great way to highlight recommended events, articles, blogs, training, feature your participation in the community, and more. 
Join PASSPort now and expand your SQL Server connections right away. It's the best way to meet SQL Server experts from around the globe. 

Upcoming SQL Server events: 
Gold Coast User Group Meeting
Feb 12, 6:30-8:30pm, Boca Raton 

SQL Server Performance Workshop: ERP & CRM
Feb 17-18, 9-4pm, Los Angeles 

IT Developers' Event
Feb 17, 2-8:30pm, Nepal 

Wait-Time Based SQL Server Performance Management
Feb 19, 6-8pm, Vancouver 

Wellington PASS SQL Server User Group meeting
Feb 19, 5:30-8pm, New Zealand 

Launch PASS Peru - SQL Server 2008 Energy
Feb 21, 9:30-2:30pm, Lima 

SQL Server Performance Workshop: ERP & CRM
Feb 25-26, 9-4pm, San Francisco 

Telerik RadScheduler for ASP.NET
Feb 28, 5-8pm, Coban 

See More Events

	  
	Countdown to the European PASS Conference
From April 22-25, SQL Server users from Europe and around the world will be gathering in Neuss, Germany for European PASS Conference 2009.

The 2008 European Conference was a huge success with rave reviews from attendees on the sessions, speakers, location, and networking. 

European Conference 2009 is shaping up to be even better with 2 full days of in-depth technical sessions, as well as a day of deep-dive pre-conference sessions, and excellent networking opportunities. Over 100 speaker abstracts were submitted and the volunteer organizers, led by Charley Hanania, are busy finalizing the agenda to select the best 36 sessions for the DBA, BI, and AD tracks..

Register now to take advantage of the early bird rate and sharply reduced hotel pricing. Sponsorship opportunities are also available.

See you in Neuss! 
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European PASS Conference 2009: Early Bird Registration
Neuss, Germany, April 22-25, 2009. Register before March 6 for the early bird rate. 
PASS Summit 2009: Early Bird Registration
Seattle, WA, Nov 3-6, 2009. Register Now to take advantage of the great rate at $1,195. 

PASS Summit 2008 DVD
The Summit DVDs have gone out to all who purchased a copy. If you weren't able to attend the Summit in Seattle last November, or you just couldn't fit in all the sessions you wanted, buy your copy now for $595 USD. This high quality DVD is a great resource of all the content presented at the largest ever PASS Summit. 

PASS Governance
Learn more about PASS, budget and financials.

Join the PASS Community here:

PASS Group on LinkedIn
PASS Group on Facebook
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